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QUESTION  BOX 

Why  leaves  instead  of  root? 
Why  radish  grows  tough? 
Can  relatives  grow  together  in  garden? 
Dusting  weather? 
Store  summer  squash? 
Bulletin  on  storing  garden  crops? 
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More  questions  today  from  Victory  Gardeners.    And  inoj 
scientiest  of  the  U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture. 

The  first  question  is  about  radishes  with  much  leaf  but  little  radish.  This 
gardener  writes:     "Why  have  my  radishes  all  gone  to  foliage  instead  of  root,  The 
plants  all  have  good,  healthy-looking,  large, ~~  dark  green  leaves,  "but  when*  I  pull 
them  up,  they  have  only  a  little  spindling  root— no  round  well-formed  radish. 
Yet  I  planted  these  radishes  over  a  month  ago." 

Plant  scientists  give  several  reasons  why  radishes  may  go  to  foliage  rather 
than  radish.     One  reason  is  that  the  garden  gets  too  much  shade,  not  enough  sun. 
Another  reason— hut  not  such  a  likely  one — is  that  the  soil  is  too  rich  in 
nitrogen— too  much  manure  or  other  fertilizer.    A  third  reason  is  that  the 
radishes  are  one  of  a  late  varieties  that  take  around  75  days  to  grow  instead 
of  one  of  the  quick-growing  spring  varieties  that  grow  radishes  of  size  to  eat 
in  20  to  40  days.    Maybe  you  need  to  wait  a  little  longer  for  your  radishes.  Or 
maybe  your  garden  needs  more  sun. 

Here  is  another  letter  asking  about  radishes.     This  letter  says:     "La.st  year 
I  had  no  luck  with  radishes.     Those  I  planted  dragged  along — grew  very  slowly. 
When  I  finally  got  them,  they  were  strong- flavored,  tough  and  woody.    I  should 
like  to  avoid  that  trouble  this  year.    Will  you  tell  me  how?" 
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Then  radishes  grow  too  slowly,  they  are  always  tough  and  strong-tasting. 
--  need  every  kind  of  encouragement  for  growing  rapidly.    That  means  good  soil, 
1  prepared,  to  begin  with — soil  that  is  rich,  moist  and  not  too  heavy.  The 
soil  needs  some  extra  fertilizer  when  the  seeds  go  in  to  make  sure  of  plenty  of 

rishment  to  start  the  young  plants  off.     Then,  of  course,  radishes  need  enough 
w?ter  and  enough  sun,  as  other  vegetables  do.     One  sore  point:     Radishes  are  hardy 
out  they  can't  take  much  heat.     In  the  South  gardeners  plant  them  in  the  autumn, 

?r  and  spring.    Par the r  north  they  are  a  spring  and -fall  crop.    But  real 
simmer  ho  at — except  up  in  the  mountains  or  up  in  northern  parts  of  the  country — 
is  too  much  for  them.    Perhaps  you  planted  your  radishes  too  late  last  year  so 
'  suffered  from  the  hot  weather.    Perhaps  you  put  them  in  soil  that  was  too 
poor,  too  hard  or  too  dry. 

Now  for  a  question  ah  out  a  group  of  related  garden  plants — pumpkin,  cucumber 
and  melon.     This  letter  says:     r'Is  it  true  that  if  pumpkin,  cucumber  or  melons 
grow  in  the  garden  too  near  to  each  other  they  harm  each  other  and  spoil  the 
crop?     I  have  heard  something  about  danger  of  cross-pollination. 11 

Plant  scientists  say  this  is  an  old  rumor  and  a  mistaken  one.     These  re- 
latives have  no  harmful  effect  on  each  other... do  not  cross  pollinate. ...  can  grow 
aext  to  each  other  quite  safely.     You  don't  plant  them  too  close  simply  because 

y  need  a  great  deal  of  room  to  grow.     This  is  why  plant  scientists  do  not  re- 
commend them  for  Victory  Gardens  where  space  is  small.     They  don't  give  much  food 
value  for  the  room  they  take  up.     Other  crops  that  give  much  more  food  value 
for  their  space  give  better  returns. 

Now  a  question  about  the  weather  and  dusting  beans  to  keep  down  the  Mexican 
tear,  beetle.      This  letter  says:      "After  a  recent  shower  I  went  out  to  dust  my 
oean  plants.    My  neighbor  came  over  to  tell  me  dry  weather  was  the  time  for  dusting 
...not  to  dust  in  damp  or  rainy  weather.     Is  he  right?" 

Entomologists  of  the  Department  of  Agriculture  say  to  dust  beans  anytime 


except  in  windy  weather  or  the  heaviest  kind  of  heating  rain.     Damp  weather  is  all 
right.    Dust  clings  to  a  damp  leaf.    An  ordinary  rainstorm  will  wash  off  the  top 
Of  the  leaf  'out  not  the  underside — and  that's  where  you  want  the  dust  anyway,  for 
the  "bean  "beetle  eats  from  the  underside  of  the  leaf.     On  a  windy  day,  of  course, 
you  will  waste  the  dust,  "because  the  wind  will  carry  it  away.    But  almost  any 
other  weather  is  ell  right  for  dusting  against  the  "beetles. 

Last  question:     "Please  give  me  advice  on  storing  summer  squash  in  the 
cellar. 11 

Plant  scientists  say  summer  squash  is  one  of  the  vegetahles  that  does  not 
store  successfully.     Only  the  v/inter  varieties  of  squash  will  keep  in  the 
storage  cellar. 

By  the  way,  anyone  interested  in  storing  vegetables  is  welcome  to  a  copy  of  a 
newly  revised  bulletin  on  home  storage.     Write  to  the  U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture, 
Washington,  D.  0.  for  the  "bulletin  called  "Home  Storage  of  Vegetables  and  Fruits, 
Ho.  1939.     Copies  are  free  while  the  free  supply  lasts.    You  won't  be  putting  your 
crops  in  storage  until  fall,  of  course.    But  you  need  to  know  now  how  to  do  it, 
so  you  can  get  your  storage  cellar  or  other  storage  arrangements  ready  during 
the  summer. 

That's  the  crop  of  questions  for  today.    Listen  for  more  on  Thursday. 


